Pastoral Council Minutes from the April Meeting on 4/22/2026

Attendance: Fr. Dan (Pastor), Tom (Chair), Roy (Secretary/Communications), Mary,
Debbie, Jeanine, and Kathy Aman.

The Meeting opened with a prayer from Fr. Dan and the reading of the St. Joseph
University Parish Mission Statement.

Pastor's Report: Holy Week went really well and the response from the Parish was
overwhelmingly positive. Easter readings will be corrected for next year and a
Sprinkling Rite will be added at the Easter Vigil. Newman North will change their Good
Friday Services to 7pm next year.

-Fr. Dan had a great meeting with the Pastor at University Presbyterian where we help
with their food pantry. The meeting went well and we will be doing more community
stuff with them in the future.

-There was a meeting of the Liturgy Committee. There is a plan to create a big book or
binder for the Liturgies and Diane Brennan is making up a binder for the Liturgies that
correspond to the Sacraments.

-Fr. Dan discussed a plan to have a Day of Mercy during Lent where the Church would
be open all day and staffed with priests to hear Confessions. Kathy Aman talked about
having a Penance Service.

-Problems with the sound system were discussed and changes are coming that include
better training on how to properly use the microphones and the possibility of switching
up the microphones in the Choir Loft.

The Council Went into Executive Session for 20 minutes.

-A “Sensory Sanctuary” is being created in the space where the old kids’ room was at
the Main Street Entrance to the Church. This will be there to help kids with special
needs.

-We are adding more services with help for the hearing impaired.

-We are asking the Parishioners to keep on eye out for areas that need painting. Diane
and Fr. Dan have started a spreadsheet to prioritize that as we move forward through
the summer.

Old Business:

-The Pastoral Council Town Halls were well attended and filled with constructive
discussions. We are looking into making some changes regarding suggestions made at
the meetings. There were some wonderful ideas regarding how we can build the sense of
community here at St. Joeseph’s. Fr. Dan and the Council are working on the following;:

Multiple requests for more prayerful activities like a Taize Service and Retreats.



A need for an accurate External Calendar to help communicate all that we do
here in the Parish and be sure that we schedule our space without conflicts.

The need to make the website more efficient and make all of the clickable links
work properly.

We are going to create umbrellas for all of our ministries based on the way that
the Social Justice Committee is organized. We would like to build out specific emails
with specific folks to answer them to keep all of this organized (examples like
retreats@stjosephbuffalo.org and ministries@stjosephbuffalo.org)

New Business: the suggestion box is up and running.
-Pastoral Council Retreat on May 9, 2026.
-We need to invite Dennis Walczak to an upcoming meeting.

-We will finish writing our by-laws at the Retreat and at our following Council Meeting.

Our Next Meeting is May 27t at 6:30pm.

Closing Prayer and Blessing



