
Pastoral Council Minutes from the May Meeting on 5/27/2026 
 

Attendance: Fr. Dan (Pastor), Tom (Chair), Roy (Secretary/Communications), Mary, 
Debbie, Jeanine, Vito, Rebekah, and Kathy Aman. 
 
The Meeting opened with a prayer from Fr. Dan and the reading of the St. Joseph 
University Parish Mission Statement. 
 
A motion was made to approve the Minutes from our April meeting and it passed 
unanimously. 

Pastor's Report:  

-Bankruptcy Update (Council went into Executive Session to discuss.  Everything 
has been shared with the Parish as a whole since this meeting). 

-Staffing Update: Lynn Cercone and Athena are leaving.  The Trustees are helping to 
find a Business Manager to manage the finances of the entire Parish Family (St. Joe’s, 
UB North Newman, and Buffalo State Newman).  John Garrett is helping out 
temporarily. 

-Jessica is moving to the School at St. Joe’s. 

-Josh Merlo is leaving UB North Newman. 
 
-New Priests:  
     Jeffrey Donovan is the new Associate Pastor.  He has been ordained for three years 
and previously served in Wellsville and Alfred.  He has Campus Ministry experience and 
will serve our Parish for a three year term.   
     John Willett is a Seminarian who will serve with us this Summer, over Christmas, and 
next Easter. 

Old Business: 
-The suggestion box is up, running, and being used. 
 
-The Pastoral Council has begun the work of responding to the information/requests we 
received at the Town Halls.  Fr. Dan and the Council continue work on the following: 

-Debbie and Diane Brennan have planned an Prayer and Spirituality Committee session 
to bring folks together to lead new opportunities that came from ideas from the Town 
Hall meeting.  This will take place on June 29th at 6pm in the Library.   

-We are encouraging parishioners who wish to be involved in Prayer Groups, Spiritual 
Groups, and Retreats to get involved. 

New Business: 
-By-Laws were worked on and will be finished in our June Meeting. 

-Fr. Dan and the Council discussed the optimum size and makeup of the Pastoral 
Council.  We have two vacant positions to fill on the Council.  The Term of Service is 3 
years and no one can serve more than two consecutive Terms. 



-Nominations to serve on the Council will be taken during the weeks of June 20th and 
June 27th with forms in the pews and announcements made at Mass and in the Bulletin.  
This process will be completed by the close of our July Meeting and the two new 
members will be seated during our September meeting. 

-Roy and Vito are planning the Parish Cookout which will tentatively happen on 
September 20th from 4pm to 7pm so Students can be involved and welcomed before the 
Student Mass.  More to come on this in June and July! 

-Dancing Under the Stars is tentatively scheduled for August 23rd.  More on this in June. 

-The new Care and Compassion Ministry is in full swing.  This Ministry will help 
parishioners with bereavement and grief support after the passing of loved ones.  It will 
also offer Sacramental Services and company for homebound parishioners. 
 
The Meeting was Adjourned by a unanimous vote. 

Our Next Meeting is June 24th at 6:30pm.                
 
Closing Prayer and Blessing 

 


